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these areas, Mr. Speaker, our efforts of 
‘‘soft power’’ or ‘‘smart power’’ and re-
ducing the size of our military, we can 
move towards a conflict-free world. 

Mr. Speaker, President Obama has 
said, and I quote him, ‘‘We have a sig-
nificant stake in ensuring that those 
who live in fear and want today can 
live with dignity and opportunity to-
morrow.’’ 

The President is right. Instead of 
bombs, instead of bullets, let’s give the 
people of the world dignity and oppor-
tunity. That’s the way to defeat ter-
rorism. That’s the way to keep Amer-
ica safe, and that’s the way to ensure 
peace around the globe. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

DEMOCRATS’ CAP-AND-TRADE 
AMOUNTS TO A STEALTH EN-
ERGY TAX ON EVERY AMERICAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, the President of the United States 
stood here in the well the other night, 
and one of the things he said that was 
met with a great deal of applause was 
that there wasn’t going to be one dime, 
not one dime of new taxes on anybody 
making under $250,000 a year, any fam-
ily making under $250,000 a year. 

And yet what was omitted from his 
talk was the cost to every single per-
son because of a tax increase that’s 
kind of hidden. It’s called the cap-and- 
trade tax increase. And it’s going to 
cost about $65 billion a year. And it 
deals with carbon dioxide emissions. 

Every time we use coal or gas or any 
substance to create energy in this 
country, it emits carbon dioxide. And 
so $65 billion in new taxes are going to 
be levied on business that will be 
passed on to consumers in the form of 
higher prices on their electricity, their 
gasoline, their oil, their food and al-
most anything they buy, because any-
thing they buy is made from energy. 
And the energy in this country is going 
to be taxed up to $65 billion a year with 
this cap-and-trade tax that the Presi-
dent’s got in his budget. The American 
people simply don’t realize that. 

Now, there was an interview that was 
on Fox the other night. And I want to 
read to you just a little bit about that. 
First of all, let me just say that Peter 
Orzag, the former CBO Director and 
current OMB Director down at the 
White House, verified that energy taxes 
designed to decrease carbon emissions 
like those in President Obama’s budget 
will be passed on to American families, 
and this will be passed on in the form 
of higher prices to every family in the 

form of higher prices for energy, food, 
lodging and everything else. 

Senator Obama, when he was in the 
Senate, admitted during the presi-
dential campaign, said, ‘‘Under my 
plan of cap-and-trade, electricity rates 
would necessarily skyrocket.’’ 

And on Fox the other night, Jim 
Angle was reporting on the cap-and- 
trade issue, and he said, ‘‘Almost every 
activity in the U.S. economy emits car-
bon dioxide, but President Obama 
wants to impose a cap on total emis-
sions throughout the economy and 
charge industry a new tax of at least 
$65 billion a year for their current ac-
tivities.’’ 

Now, when the President said he’s 
not going to tax anybody, any family 
making under $250,000 a year, that’s er-
roneous, because when you take the 
tax they’re going to have to pay indi-
rectly for the cost of food, lodging, en-
ergy of any kind, it’s going to result in 
thousands and thousands of dollars to 
every family. 

When you turn on your lights in your 
house, when this budget is passed, you 
will be paying much more money for 
your electricity. When you buy gaso-
line at the pump, you’re going to pay 
more for your gasoline. When you get 
fuel oil or coal or anything else that 
you use for energy, you’re going to be 
paying because of this tax that’s being 
passed in this budget by this President. 

And it’s going to be on everybody, 
not just the people making under 
$250,000. It’s going to be on everybody. 
Every man, woman and child who lives 
in this country that uses energy will be 
taxed. And I think the American people 
need to know that. That’s why I’m 
down here on the floor, because when 
they say they’re not going to raise 
your taxes, and that everybody making 
under $250,000 is not going to pay one 
dime more in taxes, they’re not telling 
you the whole story. You are going to 
pay more in taxes and you’re going to 
pay through the nose. 

f 

VEGAS IS MAD AND IS NOT GOING 
TO TAKE IT ANYMORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I’m mad 
and I’m not going to take it anymore. 
I’ve had enough of my colleagues bash-
ing my district, my hometown and the 
community I love, Las Vegas. I’ve sat 
back as Las Vegas has been maligned, 
insulted and lied about for the sole pur-
pose of making political points. I’ve 
been waiting for common sense to pre-
vail. But I’m here to say that this non-
sense, the bashing and the lies about 
Las Vegas have got to end, and they’ve 
got to end now. 

It started with Senator MCCONNELL’s 
misguided attack on the stimulus bill 
by singling out a mob museum in Las 
Vegas as an earmark in the stimulus 
package. There’s only a couple of 
things wrong with that. There never 

was an earmark in the stimulus bill. 
There are none. And there certainly 
wasn’t one for a mob museum. There 
was never a mention of it in the stim-
ulus package. But the lies continued. 

And then we found out about the 
maglev train. Countless Republicans 
have misrepresented the $8 billion in-
cluded in the stimulus bill as being an 
earmark for the Las Vegas-Anaheim 
maglev route. The only problem is, 
even after it was pointed out that there 
is no earmark, that Las Vegas and 
California are going to have to com-
pete with the other projects, that this 
has been a project that’s been in the 
works for 20 years, and that it will 
bring thousands of visitors to the Las 
Vegas area and to the Southern Cali-
fornia area, the lies continue. 

The latest one was Louisiana Gov-
ernor Bobby Jindal. He repeated the lie 
in his televised response to the Presi-
dent’s remarks to Congress, claiming 
the bill included funding for a mag-
netic levitation line from Las Vegas to 
Disneyland. That is absolute nonsense. 

And then it goes one worse. Rep-
resentative TRENT FRANKS just men-
tioned today that there’s a maglev 
train going all the way from 
Disneyland to the Moonlit Bunny 
Brothel. Now, I grew up in Las Vegas. 
I’ve never heard of the Moonlit Bunny 
Brothel. But I guarantee that maglev 
train is not going there. 

And then the latest whipping boy is 
in the omnibus bill. Sustainable Las 
Vegas. Just yesterday Senator MCCAIN 
took to the floor of the Senate to at-
tack Sustainable Las Vegas. What does 
Sustainable Las Vegas mean, he 
yelled? 

Well, let me enlighten the Senator. 
It’s a University of Nevada education 
and research program on energy sup-
ply, water supply and air quality, very 
serious issues for the desert Southwest, 
cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix and 
Tucson. But the Senator knows that. 

So why is that program being singled 
out? Why is it different from the hun-
dreds of other projects that are given 
to university research programs 
throughout the United States, includ-
ing universities in Arizona? Because it 
has Las Vegas in its name. 

And let me tell you about my home-
town of Las Vegas. It’s a community of 
families looking for a better life, a 
community of schools and churches 
and mosques, Saturday soccer, a com-
munity of working people, small busi-
nesses and beautiful hotels. 

And that brings me to the most egre-
gious affront to Las Vegas. Stop bad-
mouthing Las Vegas, and stop telling 
businesses and major companies to 
stay away from Vegas. You are hurting 
our economy. You’re forcing major lay-
offs of employees in the hotel industry. 
Hundreds of thousands of Nevadans de-
pend on the tourism and convention 
business for their livelihood. 

Las Vegas has long been a city where 
serious business is conducted, where 
small and large conventions can be ac-
commodated. When it comes to busi-
ness meetings, Las Vegas is the best 
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